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Book reviews

Chemical Reactions of Natural and Synthetic
Polymers. M. Lazar, T. Bleha and J. Rychly, Ellis
Horwood Limited, Chichester 1989. 250 pp. ISBN
0-7458-0193-5. Price £35-00.

Interest in the modification of polymers in practice
predates determination of the structure and macro-
molecular character of several natural materials. For
example, this was the case with the tanning of leather,
and also much later in that of the chemically more
advanced but still empirical investigations of the
vulcanization of rubber and the nitration of cellulose.

Currently, the properties of polymers are modified
mostly via irreversible changes in the chemical structure
of macromolecules. In this way, starting from available
macromolecular substances, the variety of materials is
broadened. Quite new horizons are also opened by
research on biochemical macromolecular systems and
models.

This book reviews the chemical transformations of
both natural and synthetic macromolecules with
particular reference to the practical applications. There
are important sections on branching. linking and
crosslinking, and degradation of macromolecules.
Novel properties and potential applications of modified
polymers are also included. Therefore, this volume
provides a useful background to the study of chemical
transformation of macromolecules and is recommended
for any polymer science library.

Marion Paterson
John F. Kennedy

Organic Chemistry in Action: The Design of
Organic Synthesis. Felix Serratosa. Elsevier Science
Publishers, Amsterdam, 1990. 396 pp. ISBN 0444883452.
Price US$14875.

Much progress has been made in recent years in our
knowledge of the life sciences especially at the
molecular level. Since the world is filled with a variety
of living things, we should devote more attention to
organic chemistry. There is indeed considerable interest
in the replication and simulation of natural organic
chemistry.

Organic Chemistry in Action describes principles and
methodologies for designing organic synthesis, with
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special emphasis on the Lapworth Evans model of
alternative polarities and the Heuristic principles.

The interactive program (CHAOS — Computerisation
and Heuristic Applied to Organic Synthesis) enclosed in
this book allows an heuristic aid for designing organic
synthesis, providing a fast and easy way to learn and
search for new synthetic schemes.

However, the personal written style of the author is
unusual. He uses expressions such as ‘diabolic confab-
ulation’ (page 7), ‘inorganic accidents’ (page 24).
‘mental degradation’ (page 43). The content of the book
is more orientative than instructive.

This book should be regarded and used as a
reference source for research and planning of synthetic
routes. rather than as a text book.

Zilda M.B. Figueiredo
John F. Kennedy

Pulp Paper and Board. Edited by I.LF. Hendry and
WJH. Hanssens, Elsevier Applied Science Ltd,
London, 1988. x + 197 pp. ISBN 1-85166-173-5. Price
£26-00.

Cellulose is the main component of lignocellulosic raw
material. It can be obtained by pulping processes used
in the production of paper and board. Several confer-
ences on this matter have led to the production of
books dealing with cellulose, lignin and hemicelluloses
in their various aspects such as chemistry, structure,
bioconversions, etc.

The book is a collection of papers from a seminar
organised by the Commission of the European
Communities. It is divided into six sections. An intro-
duction to the seminar and an opening address to
welcome the participants make the opening section.

Several aspects of wood defibering processes and
high yield pulping include the behaviour of wood
during mechanical defibering, the influence of mech-
anical and chemical treatment on the energy consump-
tion, the perfecting of new fibrous composition to
reduce the low cost of papers and board. pulp puri-
fication and bleaching by new technology processes
and their possible use in some paper grades.



